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NOTES. 

VOPROSY FILOSOFII I PSICHOLOGII. 

Voprosy is the only Russian philosophical periodical in existence. It is 
published by the Moscow Psychological Society, and edited by Professor N. 
Grot and Mr. A. Abrikosoff. The periodical does not belong exclusively 
to any philosophical tendency, and is rather eclectic in its character. 
The contents of the September-October (1896) number are as follows : 
The Problems of Art, by N. A. Ivantzoff ; The RSle of Descartes in the 
History of the Physical Sciences, by N. A. Umoff ; Self-consciousness of 
the Classes of Society in Social Progress, by L. E. Obolenski ; The Bases 
of Idealism, by Prince S. N. Trubecki ; The Moral Organization of 
Humanity, by V. S. Solovieff ; Descartes as Founder of the Philosophical 
and Scientific Notion of the Universe, by L. M. Lopatin ; A Discussion of 
the Article of Mr. Obolenski (polemic), by V. A. Goltzoff ; The Theory of 
Neurons and its Application to the Explanation of Some Psychical Phe- 
nomena, by S. A. Suchanoff ; Vico, and his System of the Philosophy of 
History, by A. K. Uzivelcgoff ; The Fourth International Congress of 
Anthropological Criminologists in Geneva, by V. P. Serbski ; Criticism 
and Bibliography ; Notices and Remarks ; Protocols of the Psychological 
Society, by V. P. Serbski ; Notices of the Psychological Laboratory of the 
Psychiatric Clinic of the Imperial University of Moscow, by A. A. 
Tokavski. 

In discussing the Problems of Art, N. A. Ivantzoff states that notwith- 
standing their formal similarity, the definitions of Art differ greatly from 
one another in almost all philosophical systems. The reason for this lies in 
the fact that nearly all philosophers, instead of determining what Art really 
is, try to determine what it should be. Therefore they obtain, in place of 
the natural definition, a teleological one. The author, who apparently be- 
longs to the Positivist school of philosophy, attempts to arrive at the general 
notion of Art by descriptions of different art-phenomena, and of the condi- 
tions in which they originate. Accordingly, he begins with a description of 
the lowest stages of Art, and of the most pronounced forms of Art, namely, 
sculpture and painting. In this way, he obtains the definition of Art as a 
product of conscious human activity, having a spiritual purpose to com- 
municate, and having to express facts, feelings, representations, and ideas. 
Art is an especial kind of language. The beauty in Art has only a secon- 
dary signification, namely, to attract attention. Nature^ contains much 
more of beauty than Art ; if Art existed only for its beauty, it would be 
useless. On the other hand, Art, as a kind of language expressing things 
impossible to communicate by means of ordinary language, has a great 
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social significance. Art is not a luxury, but a need of social human nature. 
From this definition the characteristics of a perfect art are easily derived, 
for they are the same as those of a good narrative, — integrity, organic unity, 
clearness, simplicity, beauty of form, concreteness, exactitude or truthful- 
ness to nature in so far as it relates to the form of any content, and lastly 
the impregnation of the work by the subjective characteristics of the artist. 
In every epoch only those kinds of art can flourish which are adapted to 
express the feelings and ideas of the existing society. 

N. A. Umoff investigates the physical theories of Descartes, and finds 
many relationships between them and the modern physical and mechanical 
theories of Hertz. 

M. Obolenski's article is based on the paper of M. S. Finans, which 
deals with the question of American labor unions and trusts. From the 
facts contained in this paper, M. Obolenski derives the laws of the develop- 
ment of the social consciousness. According to the author, the first stage 
in the development of class feeling in the individual manifests itself by the 
formation of rather remote social ideals of a general humanitarian character. 
This stage is followed by one which presents a narrow circle of ideas of an 
economic and professional character, after which comes again an epoch of 
more general ideals, derived this time from a thorough knowledge of com- 
mon human interests and feelings. 

M. Salovieff is one of the few original Russian philosophers. Both 
his theory and method have the peculiar Russian characteristics. His 
philosophy is a kind of mystical explanation of Greek Catholicism, 
written in a very beautiful, elevated style, full of rhetorical flowers, 
and with a wonderful abundance of language. He does not attempt to 
prove his theses, but derives them directly from his feelings. In the 
present article he says that there is needed the conscious moral organiza- 
tion of humanity in the name of the only and absolute Goodness. He does 
not advocate the annihilation of the single nations, but the cooperation of 
them all, tending to one high moral purpose, and based upon the worship of 
the past. According to Salovieff, all morality originates in the conservative 
instinct, the love of ancestors. Some of his views concerning the family 
recall the theory of Tolstoi ; for example, his belief that the highest stage 
of morality in the relations of the two sexes will be followed by the cessa- 
tion of reproduction. 

A. A. Tokarski gives an account of the work done in the psycho-physical 
laboratory of the psychiatric clinic of the Imperial University of Moscow. 
The most important fact noted is the discovery that the representations of 
things are changed in the memory immediately after the received perception, 
and that the perceived colors appear in memory lighter, while the size of an 
object appears in memory smaller, — the last fact being opposed to the 
results obtained by N. Warren and W. Schaw. 

The Moscow Psychological Society announces a prize of iooo roubles 
given by D. Stolipin for a thesis on the following subject : " A critical 
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investigation of the thesis of A. Comte concerning the spontaneous coinci- 
dence of the primary laws of inorganic nature with the chief laws of organic 
life, and concerning the tendency of all human knowledge toward a logical 
and scientific unity." The work must be written in Russian, and must be 
in the hands of the committee by Jan. i, 1900. t i£ oms 

We regret to chronicle the death of William Wallace, Whyte's Professor 
of Moral Philosophy in the University of Oxford. Professor Wallace's 
death was the result of a bicycle accident on February 18. A native of 
Fifeshire, Mr. Wallace, after taking the regular undergraduate course at the 
University of St. Andrews, went up to Oxford, attaching himself to Balliol 
College. He was elected Fellow and Tutor of Merton, and, in 1882, suc- 
ceeded to the Chair of the late T. H. Green. Two years ago he delivered 
the Gifford Lectures before the University of Glasgow. He was early 
recognized as one of the leaders of the English HegeKan school, and his 
translation of Hegel's Logic, published in 1874, did much to extend the 
study of Hegel in England and America. A revised edition of this work 
appeared in 1 892, and in 1 894 a new edition of the Prolegomena, so extended 
as to require a volume for themselves. Mr. Wallace also published Hegel's 
Philosophy of Mind, an English translation with introductory essays, 1894 ; 
Kant, in Blackwood's Philosophical Classics, 1882 ; Schopenhauer, 1890 ; 
Epicureanism, in the Chief Ancient Philosophies, 1880. The last work 
gives clear indications of its author's scholarly understanding of ancient, as 
well as modern, philosophy. All his writings are marked by an unusual 
grace of style. 

In commemoration of Professor Kuno Fischer's Doctor-Jubildum, which 
was celebrated in March of this year, the publishers of the Geschichte der 
neueren Philosophic have begun the issue of a ' jubilee edition ' of this 
great work in nine volumes. The work is to appear monthly in forty parts, 
which may be purchased separately. The appearance for the first time of 
Volume VIII, dealing with the philosophy of Hegel, will awaken much 
interest. 

John Grier Hibben, Assistant Professor of Logic in Princeton University, 
has been appointed to the Stuart Professorship of Logic in that University- 



